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To: CEC Member Churches 



and Associated  Organisations

Our Ref: C007-10


Brussels, 11 March 2010
Invitation to the Consultation
Human Rights begin within the Churches

3 - 5 May 2010

Hildesheim – Himmelsthür Germany 
Dear Friends,

On 3-5 May 2010, the Church and Society Commission of the Conference of European Churches (CSC of CEC) will hold a Consultation on Human Rights begin within the churches, which is related to the project “Human Rights Manual for European Churches”. The Consultation will bring together representatives of CEC member churches and associated organisations that are actively involved in human rights issues, as well as the authors of the Human Rights Manual.

Could we kindly ask you to pass this invitation to the persons who are actively involved in human rights issues in your church or associated organisation?

Since 2003, several new challenges have arisen with regard to human rights and religious freedom. The terrorist attacks in New York, Washington DC, Madrid and London opened a new debate on the relationship between human rights and security, with some governments wanting to limit existing rights in the search for more security and some wanting to push religion to the private sphere. The globalisation process gave rise to a new debate on the relationship between tradition, identity and universal rights, at times questioning the universality and indivisibility of human rights. The growing gap between rich and poor within societies, as well as between the countries of the northern and the southern hemisphere, has caused the debate to re-emerge on the relationship between civil and political rights, on the one hand, and economic, social and cultural rights, on the other hand.  Recent developments in the human rights area, such as the ban on the use of “crucifix” and the “Swiss vote” on minarets, show us how much human right are important to be discussed within the churches. 

In order to facilitate further debate among the churches and to take up issues emerging in the debate among churches and in society, the Working Group on Human Rights and Religious Freedom is now in the process of developing a Human Rights Manual for European churches. It will address some of the particular issues raised in the churches’ debate, including specific human rights concerns, and offer resource material. The aim is for the material to be used in educational settings and in future training courses offered by the CSC and its member churches together with those actively involved in human rights issues. 

We would like to involve you in already using Chapter I and II of the Human Rights Manual as a discussion tool in your church. And together with you continue the discussion on Chapter III, IV and V.   

During the 13th CEC Assembly, the first part of the Human Rights Manual for European Churches was presented. Fourteen writers from different CEC member churches and international organisations were asked to deliver the articles for the first two chapters: 

I. “Human Rights – Why do they matter for churches?” and II. “Human Rights - Present challenges from the churches’ perspective”.

We would like to discuss with you the next three chapters of the Manual, which still have to be written, and to involve you in their production so that the Manual becomes a useful tool for the churches:  

III. Human Rights – Some basics on human rights instruments and mechanisms, new standards – time of implementation. 

IV. Specific topics for training sessions and seminars: such as human dignity, religious freedom, religious freedom in competition and collision with other fundamental human rights, anti-discrimination, migration etc.

V. Resources such as websites, publications, contacts.  

We do hope that among you we will also find the writers for the implementation of the above-mentioned chapters, as well as future partners for human rights training programmes and workshops around Europe. 

European Human Rights Expert Network

We would like to use this occasion to start a Network from European churches. The European Human Rights Expert Network is intended to bring together a high calibre group of experts and interested people in churches, university institutes, lay academy centres and ecumenical associations.  The Network would contribute to exchanging views and experiences on human rights issues in different parts of Europe and could be used as a platform for the future for churches to relate to each other. 

A detailed programme will be sent to you in due course.

Practical Arrangements 

The Consultation starts at 15.00 on 3 May and ends at 12.30 with lunch on 5 May. The working language of the Consultation will be English. The Consultation will be hosted by the Orthodox Centre of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese for Central Europe, Obere Dorfstr.12, Hildesheim – Himmelsthür in Germany.   The closest airport to the Centre is Hannover and the closest train station is Hildesheim main station (near Hannover). When booking your travel, please take into consideration the fact that it might take you up to 1-1/2 hours by public transport to reach the Centre from Hannover Airport and approximately 45 minutes from Hildesheim main station. 
Consultation Fee

The consultation fee for the meeting will be 120 € (including accommodation and food). The travel costs are not included in the consultation fee. Participants will be responsible for their own travel arrangements. 

Accommodation

Participants will be accommodated at the Orthodox Centre of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese for Central Europe. In the case that extra rooms will be needed, participants will be accommodated in the hotel next door.  

Financial Assistance

For the churches and organisations interested to be represented at the meeting and not able to meet the costs there is a possibility to apply for a subsidy. The subsidy fund is, however, very limited.  If you require financial assistance in order to attend, please contact our office before buying travel tickets.  The organiser of the consultation will not be able to bear the costs caused by a late cancellation of the registration.
We would appreciate receiving your reply at your earliest convenience, in any case no later than 23 March 2010.

CO² compensation scheme

Following the decision of the CSC at its last meeting in Nyborg, the CSC office launched the implementation of the CO² compensation scheme for travels related to all CSC activities. Participants of all events organised by the CSC are, in accordance with this decision, invited to contribute an amount of 15 € which will be added to the CSC CO² compensation fund. 
 

This volunteer contribution can be transferred to the bank account as follows:

Account holder: Commission Eglise et Société de la CEC - Rue Joseph II 174 - BE 1000 Bruxelles

IBAN: BE43 2100 9891 5501 (in €)

BIC: GEBABEBB

Bank: FORTIS - BNP - Belgium

Communication: EurSec 09 - Climate - "your name"

 

The environmental project for which the amount will be used will be identified at the next meeting of the Church and Society Commission on the recommendation of European Christian Environmental Network.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the office of the CSC in Brussels (Lois Hough-Stewart), Rue Joseph II, 174, BE-1000 Brussels, Tel. +32 2 230 17 32, Fax +32 2 231 14 13, E-mail: lhs@cec-kek.be. You will receive a confirmation of your participation with additional practical information.  

With kind regards, 
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Rev Rüdiger Noll

Director

Church and Society Commission 

Conference of European Churches (CSC of CEC)

Rue Joseph II, 174

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium 

Enclosure: Registration Form.
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(General Secretariat) Ecumenical Centre 8, rue du Fossé des Treize
P. 0. Box 2100, rue Joseph 11, 174 F - 67000 Strasbourg,
150 route de Ferney, B - 1000 Brussels, France

CH - 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland Belgium tel: +33 3 88 15 27 60
tel: +41 22 791 61 11 tel: +32 2 230 17 32 fax: +33 3 88 15 27 61
fax:+41 22 791 62 27 fax: +32 2 231 14 13 e-mail: csc@cec-kek.com
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